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PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE AUTHORITY 


MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 
dohust..Weay,.0.8.C.S., L.R.C.P.,.D.P.H.., M.F.C.M. 
Offices: Municipal Offices, 
Monkton Hill, 
Chippenhan. 
Tel. No. Chippenham 2821. 
Also: Medical Officer of Health for the 
Boroughs of Calne and Malmesbury, 
and the Rural Districts of 
Calne and Chippenham, and Malmesbury. 
Medical Officer, Wiltshire County Council. 


School Medical Officer. 


Secretary to the Medical Officer of Health 
Mrs. V.L. Gregory. 


CHIEF PUBLIC HBALTH INSPECTOR 
&.E. Eames, D.M.A., F.A.P.H.1., M.R.S.H. 


Assistant Chief Public Health Inspector 


C.W. Pitman, Cert. S.I.B., Meat & Other Foods Inspector's 
Cert. R.S.1. 
Smoke Inspector's Diploma, R.S.H. 


Additional Public Health Inspectors 


P.M. Dale, Cert. S.I.B., Meat & Other Foods Inspector's 
Cert. BOS cr. 
Smoke Inspector's Diploma, R.S.H. 


R. Barrett, D.P.H.I.E.B., M.A.P.H.1I. 


Authorised Meat Inspectors 


W.R. Knowles, @.M.I. 
D.S. Grewal, 4.M.I1. 
D.L. Thomas, €.M.I. 


Clerical Assistant 


Mrs. A.A. Bell. 


The Committees of the Borough Council dealing directly with 
Public Health matters are:- 


The Public Health and Highways Committee. 
The Housing Committee. 
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soit LangO-eyowdg it be 


The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the 
Chippenham Borough Council. 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Annual Report for 1972 gives the vital statistics 
for the Borough, and the causes of death, as supplied by 
the Registrar General in May 1973. 

The year 1972 showed a low incidence of infectious 
disease and there was no outstanding health problem to 
report. 


I should like to thank the Council and its Officers 
for making my work in Wiltshire interesting and happy. 


I have the honour to be, 


Your obedient Servant, 
JOHN R. WRAY 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 


A. GENERAL STATISTICS 
Gem MERCER eS (ok sic sii ais eos «cucscccisessteccncee 1,843 
Population (estimated mid-year)  cecccececcecceses 18,710 
Number of inhabited houses (at 31.12.72) ..cccss 6,464 
Number of Council dwellings (at 31.12.72) ....... 2,205 


Number of applicants for Council dwellings 
Cat SLA Seely sevens as 316 


Meme eles (eG 1.u C72). pa cpmasesrccccseccsesee. £840,183 
Perey Pere prouuc, TOP.1972/735 wcocscckdvcsccccces & 8,289 


B. VITAL STATISTICS 
1. BIRTH AND DEATH RATES 


Birth and Death Rates as compared with other areas 
(Births and Deaths per 1,000 population standardised*) 


Birth Rate: Death Rate: 
1971 1972 197L 1972 
Ghippenham Borotigh) <..cccccsee 15.2 \17.1 20.7 iGa7 
Calne & Chippenham R.D.C. ... 20.0 16.2 19.1 10:8 
Wiltshire eeenooea_eoese*eoseopeseseeee L7 16.4 10.5 10.9 
England and Wales ......eee->5 16.0 14.8 31.6 123% 


* Comparability figures are supplied to each 
District by the Registrar General. These 
take into account the varying age/sex 
distribution of the population in different 
parts of the country. When applied to the 
local rates, they allow a more accurate 
comparison to be made between different 
areas. 


2. LIVE BIRTHS 
Males: Females: Totals: 


Legi timate @eeoovoeeeeseeoeeneeneeeece 148 136 284 
Illegi timate @eoeeeeeoveeeeeee @ @ 6 9 15 
Totals: 154 145 299 


3. STILL BIRTHS AND PERINATAL MORTALITY 


Eight still births were notified during 1972. The still 
birth rate per 1,000 total births is 26; the comparative 
rate for England and Wales as given by the Registrar 
General is 12. 


Perinatal mortality means still births and deaths under one 


week of age. The rate for the Borough was 26 per 1,000 
total births, whereas for England and Wales it was 22. 


- 3- 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding from: 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29110178 


4. INFANT MORTALITY 


Infant mortality rate for the borough was Nil. 


Comparative rate for England and Wales was 17 per 1,000 


live births. 


DEATHS: ANALYSIS OF CAUSES OF DEATH 


Other infective parasitic diseases 


Malignant neoplasm, buccal cavity, etc. 


Malignant neoplasm, oesophagus 
Malignant neoplasm, stomach 
Malignant neoplasm, intestine 
Malignant neoplasm, larynx 
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 
Malignant neoplasm, breast 
Malignant neoplasm, uterus 
Malignant neoplasm, prostate 

Other malignant neoplasms 

Benign and unspecified neoplasms 
Diabetes mellitus 

Anaemias 

Mental disorders 

Multiple sclerosis 

Other diseases of nervous system 
Chronic rheumatic heart disease 
Hypertensive disease 

Ischaemic heart disease 

Other forms of heart disease 
Cerebrovascular disease 

Other diseases of circulatory system 
Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis and emphysema 

Asthma 

Other diseases of respiratory system 
Peptic ulcer 

Intestinal obstruction and hernia 
Cirrhosis of liver 

Other diseases of digestive system 
Nephritis and nephrosis 

Diseases of musculo-skeletal system 
Motor vehicle accidents 

All other accidents 

&1ll other external causes 


Totals: 


DEATHS: BY AGE GROUPS 


1 = ears 


Pneumonia 


5 - 14 years 


Motor vehicle accidents 


Males: 
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DEATHS: BY AGE GROUPS (Continued) 


25 = ears 


Other malignant neoplasms 
All other accidents 


= ears 


Malignant neoplasms, oesophagus 
Multiple sclerosis 

Ischaemic heart disease 

Pneumonia 

Other diseases of respiratory system 


45 = 54 years 


Malignant neoplasm, intestine 
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 
Hypertensive disease 

Ischaemic heart disease 
Cerebrovascular disease 

Nephritis and nephrosis 

411 other accidents 


55 - 64 years 


Malignant neoplasm, stomach 
Malignant neoplasm, intestine 
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 
Malignant neoplasm, breast 
Malignant neoplasm, uterus 

Other malignant neoplasms 

Multiple sclerosis 

Chronic rheumatic heart disease 
Ischaemic heart disease 
Cerebrovascular disease 

Other diseases of circulatory system 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis and emphysema 

Other diseases of digestive system 
Diseases of musculo-skeletal system 
All other external causes 


65 = 74 years 


Malignant neoplasm, buccal cavity, etc. l 


Malignant neoplasm, intestine 
dalignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 
Malignant neoplasm, prostate 
Other malignant neoplasms 

Benign ani unspecified neoplasms 
Diabetes mellitus 

Anaemias 

Multiple sclerosis 

Hypertensive disease 
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DEATHS: BY AGE GROUPS (Continued) 


65 - 74 years Brought Forward: 


Ischaemic heart disease 

Other forms of heart disease 
Cerebrovascular disease 

Qther diseases of circulatory system 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis and emphysema 

Asthma 

Motor vehicle accidents 


Males: Females: Totals: 
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Other infective and parasitic diseases 

Malignant neoplasm, stomach 

Malignant neoplasm, intestine 

Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 

Malignant neoplasm, larynx 

Malignant neoplasm, uterus 

Malignant neoplasm, prostate 

Other malignant neoplasms 

Diabetes mellitus 

Mental disorders 

Other diseases of nervous system 

Hypertensive disease - 

Ischaemic heart disease 9 

Other forms of heart disease 3 

Cerebrovascular disease 10 

Other diseases of circulatory system 3 
A: 
3 
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Influenza 

Pneumonia 1 

Bronchitis and emphysema 

Peptic ulcer 

Intestinal obstruction and hernia ~ 

Cirrhosis of liver - 

Other diseases of digestive system i 

Nephritis and nephrosis 4 
2 


oe 


All other accidents 
All other external causes 


Chronic rheumatic heart disease em ee tf et. 1 Bre. 
CG. INFECTIOUS DISEASE 


The following table gives details of notifiable diseases 
reported during the past four years:- 
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11969 


1970 


a b) | 

Tuberculosis | = ee 3 Jat | 3 Sin! 

Scarlet Fever 2 = T 2 ai 

Whooping Cough = 5 2 = - | 
Measles 113 Yl ke 5 5 

Dysentery 7 = bo-——-3} 4 4 | 

Food Poisoning 1h ce ~ mein.) & 1 | 
Infectious Hepatitis , - 2 3 3 
- 2 2 


5 
Meningococcal Meningitis 1 - 
Viral Meningitis ~ 


a - Numbers originally notified 
- Final numbers, after correction 
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Tuberculosis 


Three cases were notified during the year. The health 
department investigate the environmental circumstances, and 
the Chest Physician, helped by health visitors of Wiltshire 
County Council, follows up contacts. 


411 school-children at secondary school are offered 
B.C.G. vaccination to protect against this disease. 


Scarlet Fever 
Two cases were notified. This is a relatively mild 


disease now-a-days compared with many years ago. It quickly 
responds to antibiotic treatment. 


Measles 

Only five cases were notified. This shows the value 
of measles immunisation. 
Dysentery 

There were two children in one family affected. The 
other two cases were not connected. In the one case the 


person concerned had just returned from abroad. 


Food Poisoning 


Out of four cases notified three were not confirmed by 
laboratory tests. 


Infectious Hepatitis 


Three cases were notified. 


Viral Meningitis 


Two cases were notified from a Bath hospital, but they 
were unable to let me know the type of virus. 


Immunisation 
I am grateful to Dr. C.D.L. Lycett, County Medical Officer 


of Health, for the following statistics of immunisation carried 
out in the Borough: - 


Year of Birth: 1972 1971 11970 |1969 |1968 1963 1957 Others 
| | = 67|- 62 \under 16 


Primary Imms., 


P Cough 154 


Completed 
During 1972 


Reinforcing 
Imms. Given 
in 1972 
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SMALLPOX Vaccination discontinued as a routine measure in 
early childhood September 1971. 


Smallpox 
Vaccinations 


Smallpox 
Re-vaccinations 


D. WATER SUPPLIES 


I am indebted to the Chief Engineer, Mr. R. Farrage, of 
the North Wilts. Water Board, for the following report. 


Development: 


During the year under review the borehole at Lacock has 
been completed and tested satisfactorily. 


A scheme for the development of the Easterton Borehole, 
including further storage capacity for the Market Lavington 
area, has been approved by the Board. 


An experimental treatment plant for the removal of 
dissolved iron in the waters obtained from the greensand has 
been installed and is being commissioned at Bishops Cannings. 
If this plant proves satisfactory the Board intends to install 
similar treatment plants at other sources associated with this 
iron problem. 


Due to the ever increasing demand for water the Board's 
standby borehole at Milbourne is being brought into commission and 
an additional 13 million gallon reinforced concrete reservoir is 
being built at Allington to increase the storage capacity for the 
Chippenham area and the surrounding rural district. 


Consumption: 


1971 1972 
Average Daily Consumption in million galls. 9.44 10.06 
Metered Supplies stiuie We vaie dteeiwie iG. 3.29 3,351 


Unmetered Supplies ss Ct mya Sle eee o 8% 6.15 6.75 
The Board is still meeting this demand with some reserves. 


Bacteriological Examination of Water: 
(a) Samples taken from consumers' supply points 


During the year 1,234 samples from consumers' supply points 
were examined, of these 1,162 were satisfactory, having coliform 
counts of less than 1; 46 were reported to have coliform counts 
of 1 = 2; 26 were reported to have coliform counts of 3 or more. 


On the occasions when reports of coliform counts were 
received from the Laboratory, investigations and repeated 
samplings were undertaken and continued until satisfactory reports 
were received. 
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(bo) Samples taken from sources 


695 samples of water from sources were submitted for 
examination. These tests showed: -— 


Excellent: Coliform count of less than 1 ... 638 
Satisfactory: : 2 = Li=—» 93 OS se HL 
Suspicious: m ‘eye =. 40 ise 7 
Unsatisfactory: Py : ""-more.than.10 ... 6 


Samples excellent and satisfactory: 98.2% 


Typical Analysis of Raw Waters: 


Rodbourne Charlton 


\Chippenham 


Borehole Borehole Borehole} 
p-p.M-. pepeMm. ppd. 


Colour Nil 
Odour il 
Be 78 
Free COo 26 
Chloride 1 
Hardness: 305 
Carbonate 245 
Non-Carbonate 60 
Nitrate Nitrogen 5-0 
| Nitrite Nitrogen | Absent 
Oxygen Absorbed | 0.350 
Alb. Nitrogen 0.00 0.00 | 0.00 
Iron 0.04 Absent | 0.04 
Zinc Absent | Absent | Absent 
Fluoride | 9.75 | O.30 
Other Metals | Absent | Absent 


Chlorination of all sources is practised with the aim of 
obtaining chlorine residuals at all consumers' points of supply 
of between O.1 and 0.3 p.p.m. 


The Board continues to exercise supervision of the quality 
of raw water from all the sources by submitting samples to their 
Consultant Chemist, the Counties Public Health Laboratories, 
London, and amy changes in chemical or mineralogical qualities 
of the water are reported upon by Mr. Gordon Miles, the Principal 
of those Laboratories. 


Fluoride occurs naturally in quantities from 0.30 to 0.75 
p.p.m. in the water obtained from the deep borehole sources in 
the limestone but it is usually absent in the waters obtained 
from shallow wells and spring sources. 


The Board is advised by its Consultant Chemists that none 
of the waters supplied is plumbo-solvent. 


E. SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL 


I am grateful to Mr. O.E.W. Street, the Borough Surveyor, 
for the following information. 


Sewerage and Sewage Disposal 


1. The existing sewage disposal plants, one at Westmead and a 
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second at Patterdown, serve the Borough and fringe areas in 
the Calne and Chippenham Rural District. 


Stage III of the major Sewerage Improvement Scheme includes 
Phase I of the Blackwell Hams Sewage Treatment Plant. Good 
progress has been made on all works. 


When Phase I becomes operative in June 19/73 the fliow from 
Patterdown Sewage Disposal Works will be diverted to Blackwell 
Hams, together with a part of the flow now treated at Westmead 
Sewage Disposal Works, enabling these works to return to their 
designed loading. 


To enable the Westmead Sewage Disposal Works to be relieved 
the Bristol Avon River Authority has agreed to the diversion 
of some of its flow to the new Blackwell Hams Works, and have 
set a lower standard of 20/30 for the effluent until December 
1975. From then on a 15/15 standard will be required. 


To ensure that the development of the town is not hindered, 
and the higher standard obtained immediately, construction 
work on Phase II of the new Works was started in the autumn 
of 1972 at a cost of £169,700 (including fees, etc.) making 
a total expenditure of £1,173,000 for the current Stage III 
contracts. With the completion of Phase I and II in the 
autumn of 1973, the Blackwell Hams Treatment Plant will be 
able to cater for a population of 24,000 together with 
industrial wastes, in addition to the Westmead Sewage 
Disposal Works capacity. 


The effluent from the Westmead Works discharges directly into 
the Riwer Avon, and that from Patterdown via the Pudding 
Brook to the Avon. 


The new Blackwell Hams Sewage Disposal Plant will discharge 
directly into the River Avon. 


Refuse Collection and Disposal 


Refuse collection in the Borough continues to be operated 


by two compression type vehicles. 


House and trade refuse is collected weekly, with additional 


collections from premises such as cafes, food and fish shops, 
etc., where food is handled. 


A free collection of unwanted materials was made from all 


houses in the Borough. 


Refuse disposal is by controlled tipping at Westmead. 


The handling and cowering is done mechanically. 


Refuse has been accepted at the tip from the Calne and 


Chippenham R.D.C., since February, and Calne Borough since 
November. This is expected to continue until the Calne and 
Chippenham R.D.C. has completed the preparation of their new 
Delamere Tip. Considerable inroads have therefore been made 
into the tipping space. 


Full use is made of insecticides in connection with 


refuse collection and tip dressing. The eradication of rats 
is carried out under the supervision of the Chief Public Health 
Inspector. 


& bonus incentive scheme prepared by the Works Study 


Section of the Wilts. County Council for the Refuse Collection 
and Disposal Service was introduced in February and is working 
Satisfactorily. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
of the 
CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


for the year 19/2 


To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the 
Borough of Chippenham. 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


It is with pleasure that I present this, my sixth Annual 
Report, in respect of the work of the department in 1972. 


Much preparatory work was carried out during the year in 
connection with the reorganisation of Local Government and the 
Health Services. It was confirmed that Chippenham would 
combine with five other authorities to form the North 
Wiltshire District Council. Many people fear that the new 
authority will be too remote and impersonal, and clearly this 
is a possibility, but in our group discussions my colleagues 
have shown a keen awareness of this possibility, and 
repeatedly in our deliberations we have endeavoured to ensure 
that the new Environmental Health Service will be in close 
touch with the community and fully responsive to its needs. 


It will be my privilege to continue to serve Chippenham 
and North Wiltshire as the Chief Environmental Health Officer 
designate to the new authority. Environmental Health will be 
a major activity of the new authority, and unlike other services, 
there have been no loss of functions to other agencies. 


In conclusion, I would like to express my grateful thanks 
to the Members and Officers of the Council for their continued 
assistance and support throughout the year, and in particular, 
to Dr. Wray and the staff of the Public Health Department. 


I remain, 
Yours sincerely, 


A.E. EAMES 


Chief Public Health Inspector. 
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1972 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SURVEY OF THE DISTRICT 


The first table sets out the number of visits made by your 
inspectors during the year, and gives some indication of the 
wide range of activities which come under the heading of 
Environmental Health. 


TABLE I Summary of Inspections and other visits to premises 


Atmospheric Pollution 115 
Caravan Sites by 
Drainage 285 
Factories 36 
Food Premises, including Licensed Premises 293 
Housing Ly h8 
Housing (Multiple Occupation) 20 
Infectious Diseases 4.8 
Milk Distribution and Dairies 88 
Mobile Shops and Market Stalls 89 
Noise Abatement 55 
Offices and Shops 166 
Pest and Rodent Control (excluding those 
visits made by the operative) TTC 
Public Health General (including Nuisances) 309 
Sampling of Food rai 
Slaughterhouses (including resident 
inspectors) 1, 244 
Swimming Pools 18 
Water Supply and Sampling 173 
Miscellaneous 130 
12 


As a result of these visits, 358 Formal or Informal 
Notices were complied with during the year. 


HOUSING 


The Housing situation is again considered under three main 
headings, and I am indebted to the Town Clerk, Borough Surveyor 
and the Housing Estates Manager, for various statistics which have 
been used in compiling this section of the report. 


A. Provision of an adequate supply of new houses 


TABLE II Number of new houses and flats completed 


4 


=} By local authority 
b) By private enterprise 


Total: 


TABLE III Number of applicants on housing list 


a) Number of applicants 
on general list* 223 |. 163 

b) Applicants for aged 
persons' accommodation 141 | 117 
6 280 


Totals 
=o = 
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*This figure does not include applicants who have already 
been selected for tenancies. 


TABLE IV Stock of Houses 


| 1972|1971|1970 |Average last | 
| 10 years | 


Estimated net gain or loss | 
in the number of dwellings 
after allowance has been +58 
made for those demolished 

or no longer used for 
habitation 


i 
| 
Total expressed as a &% of +0. 9% |+0.8%|-0. 05% 
the Housing Stock 
No new local authority housing was completed during the year. 
In the private sector development continued in the Derriads Park 
area, and the rise in land values encouraged a certain amount of 
in-filling on small sites in other parts of the town. 


During the year a further 117 tenants of Council Houses took 
advantage of the Council's House Purchase Scheme to purchase their 
properties. 


‘ddendum: 


a 


TABEE-IV, Line 13. Insert between Rebate and Scheme - and Rent 
Allowance 


I am reminded of the Speenhamland System which operated in 
the late 18th and 19th Century, and have doubts about the long 
term effects of tke“rebate system, whilst accepting that it 
alleviates immediate hardship. 


B. Zhe maintenance, repair and improvement of the stock of older 


houses 
. —— —_ -_______} 


TABLE V Inspection of Dwellings 


=} Inspected for housing defects 338 
b) Number of dwellings found to be unfit for 

human habitation a 
c) Number of dwellings found to be not in all 

respects fit for habitation 154. 
da) Number of dwellings made fit in consequence 

of informal action 2k 
e) Number of dwellings made fit in consequence 

of Statutory action under Sections 9 & 16 of 

the Housing Act 1957 or the Public Health 

Act 1936 1 
f) Number of other houses in which defects were 

remedied 74 


TABLE VI Houses in Multiple Occupation 


a) Number of households in multiple occupation 105 
b) Number of inspections 20 
c) Number of Notices served - 

24 To make good neglect of proper standards El 

ii) To require additional services or 
facilities y 
isis Direction on overcrowding Nil 
iv) Number of control orders made Nii 
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TABLE VII Improvement of Houses 
Number of Enquiries = 117 


Standard Grants 


Applications 


Received Approved Beesieted 


provements Completed 


! j __ Amount of Grant 


Average Grant - £596 


£17,291 


Improvement Areas: 


A start was made in The Butts General Improvement Area, but 
due to lengthy delays in dealing with the new road layout and the 
high number of unfit houses, progress was inevitably slow. 
However, by the end of the year a number of Improvement Schemes 
were in the pipeline and the Council were preparing proposals for 
in-filling on the cleared sites in St. Mary Street and The Butts. 


Maintenance, Repair and Improvement 


Good progress was sustained throughout the year, despite 
problems of shortage of labour and materials in the building 
industry. Fortunately it is mainly the smaller builder who is 
involved in this type of work, and although starting dates have 
been deferred and completion dates delayed the work has, with 
very few exceptions, been satisfactorily concluded. 


Generally in Chippenham the Grant Scheme is working well 
and making a vital contribution to the Housing of the Community, 
out of all proportion to its cost to the ratepayer. 

C. Clearance of Unfit Dwellings 


TABLE VII Proceedings under Sections 16 & 23 Housing Act, 1957 


1. Number of Demolition Orders made lL 
2. Number of houses demolished as a result of 
Demolition Orders 19 


3. Number of Local Authority houses demolished 
4. Number of Closing Orders made or undertakings 


_ accepted LE 
5. Number of families rehoused LS 
6. Number of persons rehoused 36 


Proceedings under Section 42 Housing Act, 1957 


1. Number of houses demolished as a result of 
Clearance Area Procedure 6 


Clearance of Unfit Dwellings 


Steady progress has again been made in dealing with the 
remaining unfit dwellings in the town. There is a very human 
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problem involved in the rehousing of the occupiers who have 
frequently lived in the properties for many years, but it is 
encouraging to find that once having moved to a warm and dry home 
with all the amenities, then frequently their only regret is that 
they were unable to move earlier. To an increasing extent it is 
becoming possible to rehabilitate unfit houses, although there 
remains the minority where clearance and redevelopment is the 
only solution. 


D. HOUSING ACT 1969 PARE IIL 


Rent of Dwellings in good repair and provided with Standard 
Amenities 


TABLE 1X 


Applications 


Qualification Certificates 


Certificates of Provisional 
Approval 


No Certificates of Disrepair were issued under the Rent Act 


1957. 


This procedure provides for the changing of a controlled 
tenancy into a regulated tenancy, which, whilst retaining the 
security of tenure, provides for the rent to be increased by 
instalment and a new Fair Rent to be assessed by the Rent Officer. 


The new Housing Finance Act simplified the procedure and 
accelerates the move towards regulated tenancies and Fair Rents 
in the Private Sector. 


E. HOUSING ACT 1957 
Overcrowding 


A number of complaints were received regarding overcrowding, 
but in no case were the number of persons living in these dwellings 
in excess of the statutory limit laid down in the Housing Act 1957. 
The standard is very low and not really relevant in present day 
conditions. 


Housing - Furnished Lettings 


There is a limited market for high class furnished houses, 
but the greater majority are only let furnished in order to secure 
high rents and/or greater control of the tenancies. Furnished 
accommodation is more likely to exacerbate relationship between 
landlord and tenant, and is socially undesirable. In my view 
this type of accommodation should be Gamay discouraged, and 
whilst having every sympathy for tenants in furnished lettings, 

I would deplore any further inducements to private landlords to 
increase this particular form of housing accommodation. 


TABLE X Movable Dwellings 
Private Licensed Sites 


Ladyfield Nurseries 1 
52 Lowden 1 
51 Hill Yorner ®oad i 
Council Owned Sites 
Southmead ur 
Sites Exempt from Licensing Requirements 
67 Hill Corner Road 2 
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Ribhmin 


Caravan Sites 


One additional private site was established during the 
year, and one was discontinued. 


Hill Corner Site was vacated and at the end of the year 
only one caravan remained on the Southmead Site. 


Gypsies and Other Travellers 


It becomes increasingly difficult to deal with itinerant 
travellers parking their caravans and lorries on the Hungerdown 
Lane Site. 


In my view a minority of these travellers have no intention 
of co-operating, and only exploit the prevailing latitude 
commended by the Government. 


PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT 
OFFICES , SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT 1963 


1) Registration and General Inspection 
TABLE XI 


No. of premises [Total No. of /Registered | 
newly registered |jregistered premises 
during the year |premises at |receiving me 


Class of Premises end of year jor more 
general 
inspection 

; during the 
Offices r 87 ales 
Retail Shops 13 160 29 
holesale Shops, 
arehouses r 6 2 


Catering Establishments 

opten to the public and 
anteens 2 20 6 
uel Storage Depots ~ - - 


23 (re | 4s 
2) Number of visits of all kinds (including general inspections) - 166 


3) Analysis by workplace of persons employed in registered premises 
at end of year:- 


TABLE Xil 


| Number of Persons | 
Class of Workplace : Employed 
Oe Wrasse totes Bot 


Offices 

Retail Shops 

Wholesale Departments, Warehouses 
Catering Establishments open to the 
Public 


Fuel Storage Depots 
Canteens 


Total Males: 
Total Females: 


4) Number of Inspectors appointed under 
Section 52(1) of the Act - 4 Public Health Inspectors. 
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5) Analysis of Contraventions 
TABLE XIII 


Section Contraventions 


Cleanliness 


6 Temperature 

4 Ventilation 

8 Lighting 

9 Sanitary Conveniences 
10 Washing Facilities 
el Supply of Drinking Water 
12 Clothing Accommodation 
15 Eating Facilities 
16 Floors, Passages and Stairs 
Lif’ Fencing exposed parts of 

Machinery 

2h. First Aid 

5 Overcrowding 

20 Hoists and Lifts 


Other Matters 


6) Reported Accidents 
TABLE XIV 


Action 


Analysis of Reported Accidents 
TABLE XV 


: 


Retail Offices Wholesale 
jShops |\Warehouses 


Machinery 
Falls of Persons 

Stepping on or striking 
against objects or persons 
Handling Goods 

Transport 


Total: 


It is encouraging to report increased activity in this field, 
and although the number of visits still fell below the optimum 
level, it has been possible to reverse the downward trend of the 
past two years. 


The Robens Report on Safety and Health at Work commended the 
use of voluntary standards and codes of practice to promote 
progressively better conditions, and whilst one would accept these 
as providing useful aids, and perhaps a means of updating statutory 
requirements, they are no substitute for legislation. It is also 
possible that they could be used in connection with a “deemed to 
satisfy" clause. 
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The Report also referred to the enforcement of legisiation 
and the introduction of sanctions. It proposes that the 
Inspectors should have the power to serve Improvement Notices 
as of right, and unless challenged by the employer concerned he 
would be subject to prescribed penalties upon failure to comply 
within a reasonable time. This proposal would certainly 
strengthen the Inspector's hand and would seem to tilt the 
balance away from persuasion and promotion towards enforcement 
and police action. To some extent this would clash with the 
proposals relating to voluntary standards, for in giving the 
Inspector powers for direct action you could be weakening his 
role as consultant and adviser. 


A series of talks to school leavers likely to be working 
in offices or the distributive trades were initiated during the 
year. The students showed a keen interest in the subject, and 
it was particularly pleasing to note their awareness of the need 
for safety and accident prevention in the industries concerned. 


7) Factories Act 1961 


Only part of this Act is administered by local authorities, 
the main provisions being the responsibility of Her Majesty's 
Inspector of Factories. 


TABLE XVI Inspections for Provisions to Health 


NO. on | Number of 


Premises Register(Inspections Written |Occupiers 
Notices |Prosecuted 


Factories in which Sec.1l 
2, 3, 4 & 6 are to be 
enforced by local 
authorities 


Factories not included 
in (1) in which Sec.7 is 
enforced by the local 
authorities 


) Other premises in which 
Sec.7 is enforced by the 
local authority (excludi 

outworkers' premises) 


TABLE XVII Cases in which Defects were found 


Number of Cases in which| No. of | 
Defects were found _|Prosecutiors| 


Found |Remedied|Referred | 
to )from | 
_ {HMI (HMI oo. 


Sec.7 Sanitary Conveniences ~ - ~ - 
a) Insufficient - - 
b) Unsuitable or Defective 6 6 f- | - ~ 


Particulars 


c) Not separate for sexes = 
Other Offences - 
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TABLE XVIII Outworkers —- Section 133 


Nature of |No. of out- |No. of cases |No. of No... of 
ork workers in of default Prosecutions |jinstances | 
August list |in sending for failing |of work in 
required by jlists to to supply unwholesome 
Sec.133(1)e¢ |Council lists premises 


Outworkers - Section 134 


Notices Served - Nil 
Prosecutions - Nil 


PEST CONTROL 


An additional rodent operator was appointed jointly with 
Calne and Chippenham R.D.C., and for the first time it was possible 
to deal systematically with the scheduled sewer treatments. A 
number of severe infestations of mice were found in the central 
areas of the town, and despite the use of new pesticides, they 
proved particularly difficult to eradicate. 


It is important that any mice infestation is treated promptly 
before they can become established, and the co-operation of the 
public is requested in notifying the department as soon as any 
evidence of their presence is found. In one private house 39 
podies were picked up following treatment, an indication of how 
infestations can build up. 


TABLE XIX 
Type of Propert | 


- Number of properties in the 
district 7,886 8 
2. @) Total number of properties 
inspected following 


| 
} 
notification 157 1 
b) Number infested by i Rats ~~| 97 | 1 | 
ii) Mice 50 = } 
3. Total number of properties 
inspected for Rats and Mice for | | 
reasons other than notification 468 2 
. Number infested by i) Rats 40 | 1 
ii) Mice | 2 = 


Insect Pests 


A large number of requests for advice and assistance were 
received during the year. Insect pests dealt with included 
carpet beetles (capable of doing extensive damage to fabrics 
throughout the house), cockroaches, cluster flies, fleas, ants and 
mites. Restrictions on the use of certain insecticides due to 
long term effects are making it less easy to control infestations, 
particularly where food premises are concerned. 


Ferral Pigeons 


Owners are being encouraged and advised on methods of reducing 
flocks and with the completion of deterrent works on a number of 
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buildings there was a marked reduction in the central area of 
the town. 


Rabbits 


It is the responsibility of individual owners of property 
to control infestations on their land, and during the year a 
number of successful treatments were carried out on corporate 
property. Unfortunately, reinfestation soon takes place, 
unless all cover is ruthlessly destroyed; clearly an 
impracticable suggestion where agricultural land or railway 
embankments are concerned. 


INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD 


Meat Inspection 


During the year further improvements were put in hand at 
the Bacon Factory, although the major reconstruction and 
provision of mechanical line has again been deferred for the 
time being. 


Following further discussions on the future use of River 
Street Slaughterhouse, and the alterations required to improve 
the internal layout of the premises, it seems likely that the 
property will be purchased outright by the Council and the site 
included in the Central Area Development Scheme. 


Full ante-mortem and post-mortem inspection is carried 
out at the Bacon Fa tory, and with the additional Meat 
Inspector it was possible to improve the inspection system at 
River Street Slaughterhouse. 


One of the problems of meat inspection in line slaughter 
is that of fatigue, and the staff are required to change their 
inspection points hourly in order to reduce the strain and 
improve efficiency. 


TABLE XX Number of Animals Slaughtered 


Wiltshire Bacon Company 


River Street 
Slaughterhouse 


Totals: 
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TABLE XXI Carcases and Offal inspected and details of 


Condemnation 


Number Killed 


11 Diseases except Tuberculosis 
and Cysticerci 


hole Carcases condemned 

Carcases of which some part or organ 
vas condemned 

Percentage of number inspected 
affected with disease other than 
Tuberculosis and Cysticerci 


uberculosis Only 


hole Carcases condemned 

Carcases of which some part or organ 
as condemned 
Percentage of number inspected 
affected with Tuberculosis 


sticercosis 


arcases of which some part or organ 
was condemned 

arcases submitted to treatment by 
efrigeration 

eneralised and totally condemned 
Percentage of number inspected 
affected with Cysticercosis 


Cysticercus Bovis 


Cattle calves | Sheep Pigs | 
1,388 | 8 {2,170 |122,397| 


339 


2.4% 


12.5% 


tee aL aan 


14 


202 | 24,067 


9.4%} 21.6% 


om eee 


No cases of Cysticercus Bovis were found during the 


TABLE XXII Analysis of Causes of Condemnation 


a) Carcases 


Principal Grounds Cattle{Calves|Sheep Pigs 


mxtensive Bruising or Injuries 
maciation 
Fever 
aundice 
Abnormal Odour 
Acute or Septic Pleurisy 
Acute or Septic Pneumonia 
Acute or Septic Peritonitis 
Pyaemia 
Septicaemia 
Malignant Tumours 
Acute Swine Erysipelas 
Generalised Tuberculosis 
mphatic Leukaemia 
Moribund/Imperfect Bleeding 


Totals: 
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b) Part Carcases 


Principal Grounds Cattle |Calves |Sheep |Pigs ‘totatt 


| Abcesses F/Qr. 
Abcesses H/Qr. 
Arthritis 
Bruising 

| Erythema 


| Corynebacterium equi 
Tuberculosis (almost certainly 
Avian) 
Pleurisy 
Peritonitis 


Totals: | 


TABLE XXIII 
c) Edible Offal 


Principal Grounds Cattle Pi ge | rotal 


Lungs (Complete) | 
Pneumonia - 28 5398 15426 
Pleurisy 28 15 3678 137221 
Other - 589 | 589 


Totals: | 28 —— 9665_|9736 | 


Cysticercus Bovis 


Cysticercus Ovis 2 
Pericarditis, etc. | 3930 
Totals: | 39352 
r 
| | 
Abcesses j= i - ae Nee 
Cirrhosis ek } - | - 44822 14822 
Cirrhosis (Other) kez ee | ee 
Fascioliasis ay ee wig | = | 267 
Peritonitis | - | = [2683 |2683 
firSeslote sor] 905 4905 | 
Totals: | | - 4149 |8680 19006 
rt Liver | | | 
Fascioliasis Totals: N.R* N.R* W.R® | 72 | 


N.R*¥* Not Recorded 


There was a reduction in the number of whole carcases condemned 
during the year for acute systemic infections, but this was, to @ 
large extent, offset by a large increase in the number of pigs found 
to have localised abcesses. This type of lesion poses a formidable 
problem because of the frequency with which secondary or deep seated 
abcesses may be associated with the primary lesion. 


& substantial increase in the incidence of corynebacterium 
equi infections was recorded, and it was noted that this tended to 
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be endemic in pigs supplied by particular producers. 


Infections of the respiratory tract are extremely common in 
pigs. In the majority of cases the condition is localised in the 
lungs of the animal and has little or no effect on the fitness of 
the carcase. It should be borne in mind that pigs are rapidly 
maturing animals and an infection of this nature has little time 
to develop before the animal is slaughtered. If its life span 
were longer the incidence of pneumonia and pleurisy would no doubt 
be tackled more vigorously at the farms because of the higher 
economic losses involved. 


In co-operation with the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food arrangements were made for 1,020 pigs to be examined 
microscopically for Trichinosis. Although this parasitic 
condition is believed to be very rare in this country, it can only 
be detected by microscopic examination, and periodical checks of 
this nature are clearly desirable, as the parasite, although 
readily killed by cooking, can be transmitted to man from raw pork. 


The incidence of liver fluke was 8%, and this again 
highlights the importance of not eating wild watercress, which is 
frequently contaminated by animals, and which can carry the cystic 
Stage of the fluke, which is transmittable to man. 


Weight of Meat and Offal Condemned at Slaughterhouses 
67 Tons. 3 Cwts. 59 lbs. 


OTHER FOODS 


TABLE XXIV Unsound Food Surrendered or Condemned at 
Wholesale or Retail Premises 


Meat, including Bacon 
Cooked Meats) 


Canned Goods) 
Other Foods ) 
Frozen Foods) 


Disposal of Condemned Food 


All condemned meat and offal from the two slaughterhouses 
is collected by specialist processing contractors for conversion 
into animal feeding stuffs and fertilisers, at plants located 
outside Chippenham. More stringent regulations were introduced 
during the year to extend the control of this material. 


The remainder of the condemned food was collected and 
destroyed at the Council's Tip. 


Slaughter of Animals Act, 1958 


28 persons were licensed to slaughter animals by the use of 
approved equipment. New applicants are interviewed, the 
provisions of the Act carefully explained, and they are all 
required to serve a probationary period working under 
supervision. 


All animals are slaughtered by humane methods, and regular 
checks are made to ensure that the requirements of the Act and 
Regulations are complied with, including the handling of pigs as 
they are unloaded from the transporter lorries. 
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FOOD HYGIENE (GENERAL) REGULATIONS, 1960 


TABLE XXV 


Part II General Requirements 


Part III Requirements relating 
to persons engaged in 
the handling of food 


Part IV Requirements relating 
to food premises 


Compliance with Food Hygiene (General) Regulations 1970 


TABLE XXVI 
is | Estimated [Estimated [Estimated| 
No. fitted|No. where|Na fitted! 
Type of Business No. to comply |Reg. 21 to comply! 


Applies with 
Food/ Reg. 21 


Grocers Sf Si a7 
Hotels, Cafes and Restaurants 17 a LT 
Canteens, Industrial 6 | 6 6 
Bakers and Confectioners 8 8 8 
Fish Fryers 6 6 6 
Butchers 16 16 16 
Licensed Premises 1 41 ae! 
Sweets and Sugar Confectionary |12 Pa pry 12 12 
Fruit and Vegetables | 8 8 | gs | 8 
Fishmongers on y m mn 
Dairies | 3 yas! Soe 3 


Note: In a number of the older smaller premises washing 
facilities required under Regulations 18 & 21 may 
be sited in and utilised in conjunction with the 
adjoining living accommodation. 

It is the practice in all new premises, and 
wherever practicable in the older premises, to 
ensure that separate facilities are provided 
adjoining the preparation areas. 


Food Premises Registered by the Local Authority 
Preparation or manufacture of specified foods = 25 
Manufacture and Sale of Ice Cream ee: 
Sale and Storage of Ice Cream =- 60 


Mobile Vehicles and Stalls 

Mobile vehicles vary greatly in design and purpose, and most 
of the work under this heading is carried out by informal approach 
and advice. 

In 6 cases, however, it was necessary to serve Notices 


requiring structural and other alterations to the vehicles 
retailing in the town. 
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It is proposed to resite the General Market in Emery Lane, 
to provide better facilities for the food stalls, and improved 
working and sanitary facilities for stall holders. 


Consumer Complaints Regarding Food 
TABLE XXVII 
Analysis of Complaints 


Nature of Complaint 


ene ote 


Type of Food Implicated 


Meat Products Out of Condition 7 
Bread Mould 9 
Confectionery and Cakes Foreign Body 12 
Fish Other Complaints 2 


Butter/Cheese 
Canned/Bottled Products 
Other Foods 


WaUMUEA | | 


Total: 3 


Total: 30 


fs will be seen from the above table, the complaints 
covered a wide range of foods, and as many originated outside 
Chippenham the investigations involved close co-operation with 
colleagues in other areas. In one particular case involving 
canned food, a chemical taint was established, but exhaustive tests 
by the Analyst failed to identify the cause, although contamination 
at the processing plant was suspected. 


The same pattern of incorrect storage and lack of stringent 
checks and stock rotation resulted in out of condition foods being 
retailed to the public. Management is, however, responding to 
pressure from the Health Department, and approved stock rotation 
systems are being introduced. The Food Standards Committee 
published their report on the Date Marking of Food, and we can look 
forward to the greater use of open dating on prepacked perishable 
foods. 


Legal proceedings were taken in two cases:= 


Food and Drugs Act 1955, Section 2. Case 1 - £30 + Costs 
Case 2 — £15 + Costs 


Food Hygiene 


Changing patterns of processing, packing and retailing 
inevitably produce new problems, and the high pressure sales 
orientated management might overlook the need to establish 
hygienic criteria for handling products. Dairy products need 
refrigeration; it is no use bulk buying if you cannot store and 
handle the product correctly, and retail managers may have little 
say in the setting of their quotas. Many national companies are 
employing Public Health Inspectors as their Hygiene Advisers, and 
this practice is to be commended. 


Milk and Dairies 


It is pleasing to report that no raw milk was retailed 
within the Borough. Despite the Brucellosis eradication scheme 
it will be a number of years before this hazard is eliminated 
from our milk supply, and until then heat treatment by 
pasteurisation or sterilisation is the only safeguard. 


For the first time in my experience all samples taken within 
the Borough were reported as satisfactory, indicating a marked 
improvement in handling techniques. It remains te be seen 
whether this record can be maintained. 
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TABLE XXVIII 


Number of Registered Dairies 
Number of Registered Distributors 
a) Obtaining milk from heat treatment plants 


ee ene ee 


within Wilts. 14 
b) Obtaining milk from heat treatment plants 
outside Wilts Ly 
Number of Distributors dealing in untreated milk 1 (bulk aly 
Number of Registered Distributors 2h 
Number of Dealers (Pre-packed Licence) 


Bacteriological Examination 


sachs 2 ae Ee, | = aa | 
Phosphatase firbidity |Colony Count | 
t. |Fail |Sat. Fail Sat. /Fail | 


Type of Milk 


No. of |[M/B Test | 
Samples 


Liquid EB Pasteurisation) Regulations 196 


There are no egg pasteurisation plants. in the district. 


Poultry Inspection 


There are no poultry processing plants within the district. 


Imported Food Regulations 


During the year a quantity of imported food was received in 
containers which had not been cleared by the Port Health 
Authorities. Notifications were received from the Port Health 
Inspectors concerned, and arrangements made to examine the 
consignments prior to release for distribution. Included in these 
consignments were quantities of powdered chicken meat, and these 
were examined bacteriologically to ensure that they had been 
correctly processed. 


Ice Cream 


The standards for ice cream are not mandatory, but successive 
failures in Grades III/IV are a matter for considerable concern, 
and any increase in the number of pre-packed samples falling into 
Grade II could also be held to indicate a lowering of standards 
somewhere in the handling of the product. Generally the results 
this year are considered satisfactory. 
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Type of Ice Cream 
_ Other Total 


Bacteriological Sampling of Other Foods 


A limited amount of work was carried out under this heading, 
put to some extent this had to be curtailed because of staff 
difficulties and the pressure of otherduties. 


WATER SUPPLY 


The water is supplied to Chippenham by the North Wilts. Water 
Board and is normally drawn from boreholes at Rodbourne, Charlton 
and Chippenham, and the sampling programme is designed to cover 
each supply. 


The number of samples failing to indicate the presence of 
residual chlorine continued to fall due to the improved 
chlorination equipment installed by the Water Board. 


TABLE XXXI 


Present 


RSET Se SOR = ne ee eee Se 


Mains Supply 
Private Bores 


Total: | 17 


Presence of Lead 


Lead appears to have been little used in domestic supply 
systems, except in the 1930's when short lengths were used to 
conmect to gas water heaters. 


The supplies of water to Chippenham are not actively plumbo- 
solvent, and there is no evidence of any hazard to consumers. 


ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION 


Domestic Pollution 


Smoke from houses is a most objectionable form of air 
pollution and it has been estimated that over four-fifths of the 
ground level smoke in Great Britain comes from this source. Tat 
is discharged at low level at a low temperature, and has a high tar 
content. It occurs mainly in the winter when etmospheric 
conditions tend to keep it near ground level. 


The policy of smoke control areas, so successful in the major 
conurbations, is to be encouraged in other urban areas, and 1 see 
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this being linked with proposals for new development and 
improvement areas. 


Industrial and Commercial Pollution 


During the year 115 visits were made in connection with 
these duties, and obsolete plant, incinerators, and the disposal 
of waste products and trade refuse, were again the main causes 
of complaint. 


& preliminary survey into the levels of lead in soils was 
commenced during the year, and following discussions with a local 
processor the Company decided to cease smelting operations, which 
in any event, formed a very small part of their business 
activities. 


TABLE XXXII 
Clean Air Act 1956/68 


a) Number of contraventions - Dark or excessive smoke 
emissions 


Applications for prior approval 
Alterations required 
Number of applications granted 


ce) Grit or Dust 
i) Number of contraventions 


ii) Arrestment plant 
ts Exemptions 


iv) Directions re. measurement 


iii) Number approved 
iv) Number dealt with in accordance with Part L. 
Building Regulations 


Alkali Etc. Works Regulations Act 1906 


There are a number of scheduled processes in the town, and 
these works are subject to the technical control of the Alkali 
Works Inspector, due to the complexity of the processes concerned. 


The department co-operates closely with the Alkali Works 
Inspector, and a monitoring programme has been established to 
ensure that there are no excessive emissions of toxic materials, 
and what is increasingly becoming more important, no build up in 
the soil of these materials. 


Little is known about the distribution of these products 
in the environment, or the long term effects on the Ecology, and 
the original programme has been extended to include Cadmium. 


Pollution from Road Vehicles 


It is becoming clear that road vehicles may well replace 
the domestic chimney as the main source of pollution at low 
level within the next decade, and it is to be hoped that both 
designers and users will give more thought to this aspect of the 
design of the vehicle. In addition to performance figures, we 
should see the rated output of pollutants under normal running 
conditions. 
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Litter 


During the year Cinemas and Schools co-operated in putting 
on small displays to bring home to the public the need for 
preventing litter, and perhaps more to the point, the police 
instituted proceedings against a number of offenders, and the 
cases were widely reported. 


NOISE 


Noise is becoming increasingly recognised as an 
unjustifiable interference with ordinary human comfort and well 
being. Whilst noise cannot, of course, be totally eliminated, 
much can be done to reduce it. 


It is interesting to note that more people are concerned 
about noise when they are at home indoors than when they are 
outside, and that they are disturbed more by noise from external 
sources, particularly road traffic, than by internal noise from 
neighbours. Road works and construction sites are singled out 
as the most common source of excessive noise, and although muffles 
and screens are available, little consideration is given to this 
aspect of a construction task, until action is taken by members 
of the public, or this department. 


TABLE XXXII 


Number of complaints received 33 
Number of complaints investigated BS 
Number of nuisances confirmed - 
Industrial/Commercial 3 
Road works/Construction sites 15 
Domestic premises 2 
Ice cream vans = 
Statutory undertakers 5 
Traffic noise 2 
Other 3 
Number of nuisances remedied 28 


SWIMMING POOL 


The open air swimming pool and paddling pool at Monkton 
Park are visited weekly during the season, and samples were taken 
to check levels of free chlorine and the pH of the water. The 
following table summarises the results;- 


Swimming Pool Children's Pool 
Average Readings: Chiorine 1.0 ppm Chlorine 1.9 ppm 
pH 7.4 ppm pH 7-6 ppm 


The clarity of the water was generally excellent, although 
during exceptionally heavy use it was necessary to run the 
circulation pumps continuously day and night to maintain 
standards. 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


48 visits of enquiry were made in connection with infectious 
diseases and intestinal infections. All too frequently however 
the time lag between onset and notification made it difficult to 
pinpoint the source, particularly where isolated cases were 
concerned. 
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With the growth of air travel and foreign holidays it is 
essential that food handlers affected by stomach upsets whilst 
holidaying in the Mediterranean area check with their doctor on 
return, before recommencing work. 


A Disinfecting Station is maintained at Frogwell Hospital 
by this department in a state of constant readiness. The capital 
and running costs are shared on a population basis by five 
authorities in the area. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS (WASTE FOODS) ORDER 1957 


Three premises remain licensed under the Act and process 
waste food for use in the adjoining piggeries. 


PET ANIMALS ACT 1951 


Two pet shops were licensed, and both premises have been 
satisfactorily maintained. 


AGRICULTURE SAFETY, HEALTH & WELFARE PROVISIONS) ACT 1956 


As an urban authority this has only limited application in 
the Borough. 


DRAINAGE & SEWAGE DISPOSAL 


During the year 119 sewers and drains were found to be choked 
or otherwise defective, and 285 visits were made in connection with 
remedial works. 


It is anticipated that a group of properties in Patterdown, 
which are not at present provided with main drainage, will be 
connected to the town's Sewerage System early in 19743. Of the 
three remaining domestic properties known to be still outside the 
system, arrangements have been made for one to be connected with 
adjoining development, and I am hopeful that the other two 
properties will be similarly served in the near future. 


Stage III of the Council's programme to renew the Sewerage 
System and Treatment Works is now well advanced, and by next year 
a number of problems caused by overloading of the sewers and 
treatment works should be abated. 


HEALTH EDUCATION 


Our activities in this field have again been expanded, but a 
major effort towards organising the production of a Food Hygiene 
Booklet, in conjunction with other authorities in the area, has 
had to be deferred because of a last minute change in policy by 
the publishers concerned, apparently due to management changes; I 
stress however that the project is only shelved. 


It is interesting to record the growing concern of people in 
the environment, and the effect on their health and well being. 


My staff are always prepared to talk to members of the public 
on this subject, and welcome public participation in maintaining a 
healthy environment. During the year talks were given to food 
handlers, young people, and other groups, on various aspects of 
our work, and frequently resulted in a two-way exchange of ideas. 


An important innovation has been the introduction of talks 
to school leavers, because much of our work requires the active 
assistance and co-operation of the public, and if we are to attain 
this then we must be able to communicate freely with all ages. 
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